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Low-level liquid water clouds play an important role in the global climate 
system; yet, processes driving their development and distribution are not 
fully understood. This presentation explores a range of perspectives on this 
system. 
Approaches to satellite-based and ground-based remote sensing retrieval 
of low stratus properties are explored. Spatial and temporal patterns are 
derived on this basis and combined with in-situ observations and models to 
improve system understanding. The second part of the presentation 
focuses on analyses of interactions between low-level liquid water clouds 
and their environment, in particular aerosol. Studies at various spatial 
scales are presented to constrain the relative effects of determinants of 
cloud development. 
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